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Greig, Maysie A BAD GIRL LEAVES TOWN Doubleday, Doran 


The publishers are heralding Maysie Greig as the circulating library white 
hope, and promising four volumes from her prolific pen per year, steady publicity 
and an extensive advertising campaign. So - having passed her by to date - we 
decided to have a look at her next book. What's the verdict? That the publishers 
are fairly safe in their guess, for she has all the ingredients in this sample, 
and a facile pen with which to blend them adroitly. There's a title that sounds 
dangerous and naughty; a Greenwich Village studio at the start, and a fashionable 
Connecticut community later on; a young and handsome aviator about to launch forth 
on a perilous trip; a young artist, of Puritanical morals and conventional upbring- 
ing, who is romantically in love with him, but whom he thinks not quite up to his 
family's social standards. Then comes his disappearance, her unexpected inheriting 
of his fortune and house, and the family must meet her, whether they like it or not. 
They assume she is an adventuress, and she decides to give them food for the thought. 
But the austere older brother gets in the way of her plans and upsets her apple cart 
as well as hisown. Virtue triumphs and the right man gets the right girl. If you 


have that sort of a library clientele, this is the sort of book they will like. 
$2.00 


June 9 
Woodward, W. E, EVELYN PRENTICE Knopf 


The story of a young ani charming woman, brought up by an artist father, 
and married to a sedate and learned criminal lawyer, twice her age, who gives her 
everything in a material way but starves her imagination and her spirit of adventure. 
Bored, baffled, unaware of her needs, she allows herself to drift into a rather 
sordid affair with a young poet, a man who has feathered his nest at the expense of 
rich women, and has no scruples about adding her to the list. An attempt to escape 
the net that is closing around her, precipitates approach to blackmail - and worse. 
At the crucial point, the lawyer husband proves an ever ready help in time of trouble. 
W. E. Woodward has a faculty for telling a rather commonplace story exceedingly well, 
of building his situations and characters so that one gets the undercurrent as well 
as the surface moods. In spite of unconvincing points in the denouement, the book 
is good reading and should be easy selling and a library asset. $2.50 


Nebel, Frederick SLEEPERS EAST Little, Brown 
Another excellent circulating library item, for the bridge between crime 


stories and straight fiction. This belongs to the ORIENT EXPRESS genre, but is more 
of an integrated story, and less involved in its machinery. Politics of a somewhat 
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have that sort of a library clientele, this is the sort of book they will like. 
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Woodward, W. E, EVELYN PRENTICE Knopf 


The story of a young ani charming woman, brought up by an artist father, 
and married to a sedate and learned criminal lawyer, twice her age, who gives her 
everything in a material way but starves her imagination and her spirit of adventure. 
Bored, baffled, unaware of her needs, she allows herself to drift into a rather 
sordid affair with a young poet, a man who has feathered his nest at the expense of 
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the net that is closing around her, precipitates approach to blackmail - and worse. 
At the crucial point, the lawyer husband proves an ever ready help in time of trouble. 
W. E. Woodward has a faculty for telling a rather commonplace story exceedingly well, 
of building his situations and characters so that one gets the undercurrent as well 
as the surface moods. In spite of unconvincing points in the denouement, the book 
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of an integrated story, and less involved in its machinery. Politics of a somewhat 
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shady sort, the approaching sentence of a man innocent of the crime for which he is 
being tried, a shanghaied witness kept in seclusion, a husband attempting to escape 
the ball and chain, an engineer on his last run, determined to bring the limited in 
on schedule in spite of storms and accidents - you can see the possibilities offered, 
The development might be much better than it is, but it's a readable enough tale. 

: $2.00 


June 14 
Benson, Theodora FACADE Morrow 


A sophisticated story of London's smart set, of Mayfair, of the racing 
crowd, of the frenzied efforts of expatriots on the continent to justify themselves 
for being where they are. The central characters are an eligible bachelor whose 
whole life centers in his interest in racing, and the unsophisticated younger daugh- 
ter of a well-to-do conventional county family who becomes engaged to him, The 
succession of financial debacles catch him unaware, and, faced as he thinks with 
ruin, he allows himself to be persuaded to have a "favorite" belonging to him, doped 
before the race, hoping thereby to win back all he has lost. He wins - but is found 
out. He imposes exile on himself, attempts to break his engagement, but the girl 
insists on marrying him, and together they face a life of divorce from their own 
people, wanderers over the earth. Bored, both knowing the marriage was a mistake, 
they put the best face on it possible. After one flight into a romantic affair with 
a youth of her own age, the young wife accepts a basis of friendly neutrality - and 
the future opens up before them, Entertainingly written, with smart dialogue, ex- 
cellent characterization, and an undercurrent of sometimes cynical, often amazingly 
mature philosophy which gives depth to the whole story. Theodora Benson shows such 
marked advance with each book that she seems headed for much the same sort of history 


that Sylvia Thompson is having, and should appeal to the same market. $2.50 
June 15 
Attenborough, G. Me THE LITTLE VIRGIN Stokes 


THE RICH YOUNG MAN attracted enough readers to form a fairly substantial 
basis for this second novel by the same author. The closest analogy is that of. 
Alice Grant Rosman, and to the type of readers who like her books, THE LITTLE VIRGIN 
will surely appeal. Ribby, a lovable young heroine, formerly a housemaid in the 
home of "Miss Lavinia" who had adopted a ten year orphan boy, now on the verge of 
graduating with honors at Oxford, - Ribby finds herself driven by an urge to make 
up for her lack of education and goes'in for culture so intensively that Miss Lav- 
inia decides to take her under her wing. The contrast between the adopted son, 
steeped in a worship of antiquity and enthralled by the glamor of a very twentieth 
century damsel who boasts a long ancestry, and Ribby, naive and utterly unmodern in 
her emotional nature, but essentially modern in her intellectual interests and ap- 
proach, provides their foster mother with problems she had not foreseen. A love 
story with an original twist, a refreshing, deft and thoroughly wholesomnovel, $2.00 


Summer Publications 
(Dates will be announced when they are set) 
Bromfield, Louis THE FARM Harper 
One questions whether this should be considered fiction, for one feels, in 
reading it, that here are the roots of am autobiography, if the story of a whole 
family can be strictly called autobiography. The Farm is a symbol which unites a 
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huge family, scattered, over a period of a hundred years, and more, across the con- 
tinent. It symbolizes also the rise and decline of agricultural life as the back- 
bone of the country. Through the relation of the members of the family to the farm 
and the farm to the family, one gets a vast panorama of American history and social 
development. There is just a suggestion of Glenway Wescott's THE GRANDMOTHERS in 

the vivid portraiture of member after member of the clan, drawn in with a few bold 
strokes, and in the pictures of changing life and background over a long period in 
the Western Reserve section of the Ohio Valley. There is, however, more sense of 
inter-relation, of continuity, of chronological development and a central motive in 
this than in TH® GRANDMOTHERS, And there are descriptive passages that make one 

feel and hear and see and smell the very things the writer is describing. An extra- 
ordinary piece of writing, it is Bromfield in the maturity of experience and tech- 
nique, but it will not be as easy to sell as straight fiction. Older people, who 
feel that life was at its best before the war, younger people, who like to capture 
the charm of a passing day, the reader who is interested in Americana - these are 
safe markets for THE FARM. As the first Bromfield on the Harper list, the publishers 


promise to back it up with an extensive advertising and promotion campaign. Details 


later. > rat $2.50 


“na fverée 7 MAMA bd oe age 
| Cuter’ (A 0 
Milburn, George AMERICAN BOYS ~ Harcourt, Brace 


A tentative title for a collection of short stories and sketches dealing 
with mid-western and south-western small town characters. The author has won num- 
erous prizes for stories that have appeared in American Mercury, Vanity Fair and so 
on; and OKLAHOMA TOWN, his first book, brought its mead of praise from a limited 
audience. There is a suggestion of Sherwood Anderson with an 0. Henry twist to 
some of these stories, but for the most part they do not strike a oonular chord. 
There is some humor - plenty of local color ~ but a lack of the human quality which 
makes for popular success. Probably $2.00 


Preston, John Hyde PORTRAIT OF A WOMAN Harcourt, Brace 


A surprising book from the pen of the author of REVOLUTION 1776. A novel, 
suggesting a mixture of THE GREEN HAT and THE LOST LADY, but lacking the nuances and 
subtlety of the Cather book. For it is the story of a pathological case, a nympho- 
maniac of whom her psychiatrist says: "Not promiscuous - just polygamous." An in- 
tensely modern story, set against a background of a swift moving summer colony at 
Eastport, Connecticut, with plenty of liquor and plenty of "love" to keep things 
going. Eventually, the beautiful lady who is the central character, falls in love 
with a budding diplomat, and real love cures her of her fatal tendencies. Some 
Slight difficulty in convincing the young man in question almost wrecks the mat- 
rimonial bark before it sets sail, but the final assumption is that all is well. 
Extremely well written, not as broad as the plot might suggest, but it is well to 
know the content in brief before selling this book to an unsuspecting customer who 


might think it a safe biography. Bears no slightest resemblance to REVOLUTION 1776. 
Probably $2.00 


A Dark Horse 
West, Nathaniel MISS LONELYHEARTS Liveright 


A book that has seized the imagination of New York readers and that will 
probably have a flash of popularity elsewhere, although in essence it is peculiarly 
metropolitan. It is being termed "grotesquely beautiful" - "brilliantly written" - 
"one of the hits of the fear", The tragic story of futility in the form of a news- 
paper man whose job it is to answer the letters in the advice to the lovelorn 
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column, and of his submergence in the hopelessness and sordidness of life expressed 
in those terms, of his feeble efforts to rise to the needs of the people who write 
for his help, and of his sinking into the depths, unable to find any lift in any- 
thing. A morbid twist, a bitter cynical humor, a tale out of drawing, but with 
flashes of brilliance. An unpleasant yet strangsly fascinating book. $2.00 


NON -— FICTION 





May 15 
Sullivan, Frank IN ONE EAR Viking 


More was promised last issue about this book, of which galleys were not 
then available. Now, if the truth must be told, the book does not hold out promise 
of as wide an interest as the advance news items indicated. It is culled from the 
best of what Frank Sullivan has written over several years, but one wonders whether 
it was worth culling. Perhaps a few should be immortalized: - YVONNE AND YVONNESONG, 
ONE YEAR LATER, DEAR OLD PARIS, HOLLYWOOD'S GAIN and LIFE IS A BOWL OF EUGENE 
O'NEILLS are the high spots. But most of it seems shopworn and dated on rereading. 


However, there are always the Sullivan fans. $1.75 
May 20 
Newberry, Julia JULIA NEWBERRY'S DIARY W. W. Norton 


With an introduction by Margaret Ayer Barnes & Janet Ayer Fairbank 


A rather choice book for a specialized audience. It should appeal to the 
conservative reader who enjoys recapturing the youth of fifty odd years ago. An 
amazingly vivid young person Julia Newberry becomes as one reads her charming and 
revealing and intensely human little diary, written during her late school days, 
and her struggle for health in resorts the world over, What a picture it gives of 
society in Chicago and New York in those far off days; what a picture of the social 
round in Richfield Springs, Saratoga, Baden-Baden, the Riviera, Switzerland, Paris, 
Florence, $2.50 


June 1 
Schauinsland, Hugo H. THE GREAT ENIGMA Dutton 


A biological-philosophical discussion of a new outlook on life, by a German 
scientist of note, It is a plea for reassessing the place of wonder in the world of 
thought, and he backs up his arguments with concrete and marvelous scientific facts 
about the world around us and within us, facts which he claims can only be explained 
by the acceptance of some controlling agency. He makes the Darwinian theory of 
evolution simply a fragment in the scheme of things, one of many means to an end we. 
cannot fathom. That his claim has its place in the modern scheme is evidenced by the 
introduction by Professor Einstein, in the prefaces by Professor Pupin and Professor 
Osborn, and in the enthusiastic endorsements of such eminent authorities as Millikan, 
Compton and Butler. $1.25 

















June 9 


Cottler, J. & Brecht, H. CAREERS AHEAD Little, Brown 


A book that should be better than it is. The substance is there, but it 
is almost completely hidden by the trimmings. The worker in wood, stone, metal; 
the machinist, the engineer, the printer, the chemist, the dentist, the doctor, 
the dietician, the dressmaker, the milliner, the decorator, the architect, the artist, 
the musician, the journalist, the teacher, the social worker, the librarian, the 
lawyer, the merchant, the salesman, the farmer, and the cogs of the office machine - 
all these come in for their share. But the subject matter is presented in the form 
of sugar - coated dialogues and moral little tales; when what any intelligent young 


person approaching the problem of a career wants is concrete data. $2.50 
June 15 
Carr, Edward Hallet THE ROMANTIC EXILES ‘ Stokes 


A rather unusual sidelight on Western Burope during the forties and fif- 
ties of the last century. It is the story of a distinguished group of men and women, 
all of them exiles of one sort or another, frequently victims of their own - for 
those days - revolutionary points of view, - many of them very rich, many of them 
with strange personal histories and backgrounds, all tinged with the romantic spirit 
of their age. The scene shifts from Russia, from Germany, and so on, to Paris, 
London, the Riviera, always with an amazing interpley of personalities and a romantic 
glamor. Diaries, letters, interviews with the few survivors of the group and their 


descendants, have been the basis on which the story is built. $2.75 
Summer Publications 
(Dates will be announced as set) 
Ripley, Katherine Ball SAND DOLLARS Harcourt, Brace 


Here is a story of thousands of American families in the past few years, 
told by the wife of the author, Clement Ripley, of their own particular slice of 
life, Her first book, SAND IN MY SHOES, was an account of their experience in or- 
charding and farming. When this second book opens, the $30,000 nest egg has been 
lost in the farm, and they lease it to a tenant farmer and move to Charleston. 

It was an auspicious moment, when stories sold readily, and the sums thus acquired 
doubled and trebled in the rising market. Then the break and a rapid toboggan to 
the bottom wiped out everything, leaving only a scale of living they could not 
afford. An old story to too many; will they want to reali about it on the plea that 
misery loves company? Or will they be encouraged by the lift at the end when a new 
serial was sold and, like squirrels that must have their winter store of nuts, they 
invested the resultant money in government bonds. Probably $2.00 


_ 


Ingstad, Helge HUNTERS oF THe WORTH Sf Huw Knopf 


An intensely interesting study of the Canadian northwest, the result of 
four years of wandering by canoe and dog sledge, alone or with trappers and Indians, 
and of one year living in a hollow on the edge of the barren lands. Frank and un- 
varnished, forceful and authoritative, this is strong reading, gauged to men rather 
than to women. The success of TRUE NORTH by Elliott Merrick (Scribner) and of 
ARCTIC VILLAGE by Robert Marshall (Harrison Smith and Robert Haas) indicates a rising 
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tide of interest in the far north. This has a new slant to it, is written by a 
Scandinavian (and, by the way, translated by an eminent book man, Eugene Gay of Gay, 
Hagen, in Buffalo) - escape literature for the armchair adventurer, packed with in- 
formation. Probably $3.00 


Dark Horses 
Kastein, Josep HISTORY AND DESTINY OF THE JEWS Viking 


Very timely is the publication of this admirable one volume history of the 
Jews from the dawn of their racial history up to the present day. A scholarly book 
but at the same time a readable and sufficiently dramatic story of a great race, 
martyred through the centuries, persecuted recurrently. A book that makes one see 
the present intolerable situation in Germany as part of a picture, rather than an 
isolated instance. The sort of book that should be sold by special letter or tele- 
phone message to leading Jewish customers, as there is no other up-to-date history 
of the race to compare with it. $3.50 


Ashenhurst, J. & R. ie ALL ABOUT CHICAGO Houghton, Mifflin 


For the customer who is going to the exposition in Chicago, not for the 
general reader. <A thoroughly systematized guide to Chicago, with a few chapters 
devoted to the history of the city and to a description of the exposition grounds, 

A good deal of anecdotal material enlivens what would otherwise be wholly convention- 
al and uninspired, Deteils about places of interest, admission prices, hotel rates, 
Pocket size. $1.00 





RECOMMENDSD MYSTERIES 


May 25 
Meynell, Laurence W. 7 SO MANY DOORS Lippincott 
A murder on an opening night of an amateur performance, Society setting 
and Scotland Yard to the rescue. $2.00 
June 1 
Fuller, A. & Allen, M. BLOOD ON THE COMMON Dutton 
A sleepy New England village with an undercurrent of hates and passions, 
death, intrigue and horror, Not first class, but better than most, $2.00 
June 8 
Toussaint-Samat, J. SHOES THAT HAD WALKED TWICE Lippincott 


International intrigue centering around oil in France ~ Soviet Russia . 
versus the French Secret Service. $2.00 























June 21 
Allingham, Margery KINGDOM OF DEATH . Doubleday 
The lost claims to a bizarre inheritance - an old mill house - private 
Capital pitted against the British government ~— witchcraft - intrigue - lovee A 

good yarn. | $2.00 
June 23 
Carr, Joseph B,. DEATH WHISPERS Viking 


A house of mystery at Salem Rocks, Massachusetts, an inexplicable murder 
committed in froat of two witnesses, a Falstaffian detective. Plenty of thrills. 


$2.00 
(\ 2 Jul “a y ” vee | 2 | 
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Trevor, Glen WHAT-TS MURDER? Harper 


Murder in an English public school. Unusual twist to the solution. $2.00 


RECOMMENDED WESTERNS 





June 7 
Page, Ralph FLAME OF FORGOTTEN GUNS Doubleday, Doran 
Her father's old friends rally to protect the interests of a girl rancher, 
and find themselves in the midst of strange happenings. $2200 
Evans, Evan MONTANA RIDES Harper 


A western that is different - built on a new pattern which includes a 
question of identity, a double kidnapping, and a thrilling escape across the border. 
$2.00 


June 9 
Bower, B. Me OPEN LAND Little, Brown 
A homesteading story, with a mysterious forest fire, and a love story that 
does not fall into the usual mold. $2200 © 


Note these Changes in Publication Dates 





BLACK MOON by Clement Ripley (Harcourt) from May 11 to June gd 

THE MARRIAGE RACKET by Vina Delmar (Harcourt) from May 25 to June 22 
NO NICE GIRL SWEARS by Alice Leone Moats (Knopf) from June 1 to May 1 
LONG LOST FATHER by G. B. Stern (Knopf) from June 1 to May 5 


OBELISTS AT SHA by C. D. King (Knopf) from June 1 to May 26 


Changed Title 
RUBBER by N. H. Luloffs (Century) to be published May 16 under the name WHITE MONEY 
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